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Konbit Nèg Lakay Inc. (KNL) is a well respected, Haitian non-profit community organization established in Rockland
County in 1987, for the purpose of assisting Rockland's substantial (and growing) Haitian community, while raising
awareness and appreciation of the Haitian culture and promoting understanding among all communities within the county.

One of Konbit Nèg Lakay's primary purposes is to educate each Haitian to learn to speak and write the English
language, as well as to teach them how to read and write in their native language. KNL accomplishes this goal, as
well as our fundamental focus on preventing people from using alcohol, tobacco and other harmful drugs,
through the development and implementation of a variety of year round adult- and family-oriented activities. KNL
is staffed with dedicated people who have volunteered their spare time to assist the Haitian community and others,
specifically by helping them learn to read, write, and speak the English language, which will enable them to apply
for and successfully maintain employment, interact with their children's schools, navigate the various systems, such
as healthcare, with which they come in contact, and attain US. Citizenship.
Last year the center served between 4,000 people in the following areas: counseling, home assistance, English
classes, outreach and referral, recreational activities, consultation and dissemination of general information,
assistance to the public, upon request and public education.
Konbit Nèg Lakay Inc. (K.N.L) has already outgrown our current location where we provide services to
approximately one hundred and twenty-five individuals during an average week.
The Haitian community of Rockland County is rapidly growing and a largely undeserved population.
Conservative, unofficial estimates of this population in Rockland County, which is consistently and significantly
under-counted in available census and, place them in the range of twenty thousand. This is a population
disproportionately affected by crime to human and social serves due to social-cultural and linguistic barriers
commonly confronted by immigrant groups in Rockland County.
These issues are exacerbated by the racial and international political climates for Haitians. Furthermore, this
community is largely unaware of available programs and services, and access to these services is too often limited
by the aforementioned impediments of language and culture. Despite these challenges, Haitian in Rockland
County have been making steady contributions in every area of community life and working diligently to foster a
safe and healthy environment for the youth and families.

Konbit Neg Lakay’s Target Population
The community that we serve
is defined as the geographic
areas served by the East
Ramapo Central School
District (ERCSD) including
Pomona, Chestnut Ridge,
Ramapo and Spring Valley.
Pace Law Schools Documents

Policy Division in 2004
reported that 25% of residents
in Rockland County are
foreign-born; 31 % of those 5
years of age or older speak a
language other than English
and 35% do not speak English
very well. Many of these

residents in this
study are
concentrated in
Spring Valley.

RCHR Summer Reading Program
This program serves as a
motivational retreat to help local
youth in various critical ways. The
program helps to improve overall
academic performance, study
habits, increase motivation, selfesteem and pride in Haitian
history and literature. This
program also improves social

interaction with ones family, friends
and educators as well as community
members. This summer reading
program emphasizes reading with
greater comprehension allowing one
to write more effectively, expanding
their vocabulary and developing a
life-long appreciation for literature,
culture and history.

RCHR Computer Literacy
The center introduces
basic computer skills,
word processing and
data entry techniques to
families that do not
have local access to
computers in the city.
Technology stands to

improve life, in general,
by connecting youth and
families to each other
and to the world in increasingly rapid, efficient
and effective ways.

Konbit Nèg Lakay
Past Events

16 East Church St,
Spring Valley, New York 10977

♦ Vigil in Commemeration of
the 2010 earthquake at Konbit
Neg Lakay.

Phone: (845) 425-4623
Fax: (845) 425-5915
kneglakay@aol.com

♦ Rememberance Mass at St.
Joseph Church

Upcoming Events!!!
*Check our website for more information.

Forum on Haiti–

Annual RCHR Relief
Campaign Gala

9 Years Later
February 12th, 2019

10am -12:30 pm

Dominican College
493 Western Highway S.

March 30th, 2019

7pm– 12am

Crowne Plaza
3 Executive Blvd.
Suffern NY 10901

To purchase ad space in our newsletter, please email Kneglakay@aol.com. Spots are very
limited so contact us immediately!

